The Sunflower Gardens Board of  Directors held a board meeting on January 18, 2011,

at 7:00 p.m. at the home of the president.

Attending were: Leonard Kelley, president; Dan Hewitt, vice president; Thorn Damon, treasurer; Charles Wise, secretary.  Michele Bucklin, director-at-large, was not able to attend because of the death of a friend.

The president read excerpts from the HOA bylaws citing the Board’s responsibilities.

Kelley said he had received complaints from some members in the lower section of the HOA about skipping too many mowings this past summer. Because of downhill drainage and more shade, grass in this area grew faster. Crab grass went to seed, killing a lot of good grass. The president said he would be getting a price quote from the mower and would discuss possible partial mowing and charges for that. All the Board agreed this summer had been unusual.

Wise asked if it would be possible to limit the number of  mowings skipped in succession?

Kelley said Green Dragon (the current mower in the last year of a three-year contract) had done better than the previous mower and the cost was better ($10.90 versus $23.00 per yard).  He would like to get Green Dragon to quote for a new three-year contract for next year. He wants to get another quote from McClaren and someone else.  There will be a Board meeting in the fall to review the quotes. All agreed the HOA presents a mowing challenge.

Tru-Green has submitted a balanced landscape report, approved by veterinarians,  that says that nothing in the sprays or granules applied to the yards is poisonist. Kelley has asked Tru-Green to place flags in each yard at the time of application. They will be doing four treatments. Kelley said that it was best that owners having mole problems take care of it themselves.

Kelley said that  one request had been made for a fence to be installed. All agreed that a fence would detract from Sunflower Gardens appeal. The president recommended that no action be taken by the Board.

The subject of snow removal from sidewalks was brought up. Kelley said that it was the responsibility of the owners to clean their walks according to city law. He had checked and  owners were generally doing a good job.

Wise said there were some problems with snow on sidewalks on the south side of Countryside up to the dead tree. His wife Carol talked to the city public works, who believe this sidewalk is part of lots in Sunflower Gardens. Wise showed a plat map, which did indicate Lots 4 and 5 did include the sidewalk.

Hewitt said that he had no idea the sidewalk was part of his lots. He will take a look at it and will do what is required. He added he had called the city about the dead tree on his lot and was told he could not do anything about the tree.

Wise said that Carol was told that Lee Huff , the city forester, was aware  of the tree problems and would take a look at them this spring. 

Kelley commented that Phil Tapp had bought the woods west of Summit School. He did not know what were the plans or when.

The next subject was foundation planting. Wise showed the landscape plan, which was approved with the original plat of Sunflower Gardens. The contractor made the original plantings in most cases. After that the replacing of plants was the responsibility of the owner. The Board agreed that foundation plantings were as important to the appearance of the sub-division as no fences.

Kelley stated that some unclean and untidy conditions on lots in Sunflower Gardens had been brought to his attention. He read some of the bylaws about this subject. He suggested that in June the Board write letters to owners where such conditions were known.

The next subject was street trees.  Kelley said that at the point the city accepted a section of Sunflower Gardens, the street trees became the responsibility of the city. After the trees are out in the spring, the city will replace any dead ones. The president mentioned that the city had trimmed trees in other areas.

Wise stated that street parking had become a problem on Sunflower Dr. because of construction and owners parking on the streets and in front of fireplugs. According to the city, no parking signs could be installed, which would prohibit parking on both sides of the street. The HOA Board can petition the board of works to prohibit parking only on one side of the street.

Kelley said he would send a note to people about parking and also talk to Phil Tapp to see if he has the parking signs.  Kelley said he would talk to Richard Alexander of public works about this subject.

Kelley reminded the Board that their term of of office was one year. He also wanted the Board to know that he would only be president for two years  and then would move on to other things.

The meeting was adjourned.
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