The Sunflower Gardens HOA Board of Directors held a special board meeting on Tuesday, April 26, at 7:00 p.m. in the home of the president.

Present were: Leonard Kelley, president; Dan Hewitt, vice president; Thorn Damon, treasurer; Charles Wise, secretary; and  Michelle Bucklin, at large member. Also present were Suzy Mullis and Melinda Kelley, HOA members.

Kelley said the first item is a complaint about parking problems in the south end of Sunflower Dr. It is especially congested during construction. I would like to read you a letter received from Carol Wise. She is very concerned, because of the advanced age of some of the residents, that emergency vehicles would not be able to get through to aid those people.

Carol feels the problem is mainly caused by homeowners and their guests parking directly across from each other, particularly overnight. Since this area has been a part of the city for two winters, we should be observing the Planned Unit Development and not be parking on the streets.  She feels that workmen working in the area have co-operated by parking in driveways where they are working or in the culdesac. Pictures were shown showing some of the problems over several months. She asked for a quick remedy.

Suzy Mullis added when the no parking signs were installed on the upper part of Sunflower Dr., the city would not allow parking on one side.

Leonard said that he had called Rick Alexander, city engineer. Leonard confirmed that 24 ft. wide streets are restricted to no parking on either side. Alexander was not optimistic about getting approval for no parking on just one side of the street. Leonard added that Tapp has the no parking signs in his barn; he could put up the signs at his convenience,weather permitting.

The Board passed a motion by Dan Hewitt to contact Phil Tapp to install the no parking signs. Kelley said that at the same time he would send a notice to homeowners explaining the action and courtesies that should be used  in parking. Kelley said that he did not want Sunflower Gardens to enforce no parking; it should be by the city when there were complaints.

Leonard said that he had received a letter from First Insurance Group about the renewal of the bare walls insurance policy on the homes in Sunflower Gardens.  The policy also includes an umbrella policy in case Sunflower Gardens or an individual is sued.  The policy is with Travelers.  Leonard said that he did not see any reasons to change the insurance.

Leonard said that homeowners would be receiving a bill from First Insurance Group for their coverage. Payment should be mailed to Thorn Damon by the deadline of June 12, 2011.

Leonard said the final bit of business involved the sign, fence, and plantings at the entrance to Sunflower Gardens. They are in bad condition and need to be replaced; these are on HOA common ground. Originally on the Mullis lot, the sign area was transferred to the HOA in order to get a sign permit.

Leonard showed a picture of a stone approximately 5 feet in length and 3 to 4 inches thick on a base with “Sunflower Gardens” on it. He said that he had seen similar signs at other sub-divisions and liked them. He had received a bid of $652.70 for the sign.. He added the HOA would do plantings. The money would come out of the budget established for signage maintenance.

Suzy said there was $150 of the flower allowance from last year and $250 this year in the budget.

Leonard said the fence will have to go. Nobody wanted it. Help was needed to get the fence out.

Dan said he had a truck and dumpsters available and would help.

Leonard suggested $750 be the limit for this project.

A motion to approve the project with a limit of $750, made by Dan and seconded by Michelle, was approved.

Michelle asked about the Payne Properties sign on Countryside Lane. She said the agency is now Remax and the sign is not in good shape.

Suzy said the sign belongs to Phil Tapp.

Leonard said he would talk to Phil to see if the sign could be removed.

Michelle asked if an information guide could be made for residents so they would know whom to contact for various problems and services.

Leonard said he handles a lot of the landscaping calls. His main concern is that the request is “mower friendly”.

Suzy said at closing new homeowners receive lists of subcontractors to contact if they have problems.

Leonard said that the by-laws review committee would meet in late May or in June. The annual meeting will be the first Tuesday in October. He also wanted a Board meeting before the annual meeting to set up the budget.

Leonard said that he had received questions about a HOA garage sale. He said that would be OK if someone else organized it. 

Michelle asked about a Sunflower Gardens block party.

Leonard answered that he thought it was good idea.

Meeting adjourned.
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